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Common Core 
State Standards 

Alignment
Grade Level/Cluster Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Grades 9–10:
Reading Informational 
Text

RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series 
of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connec-
tions that are drawn between them.
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and techni-
cal meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that 
point of view or purpose.

Grades 9–10:
Speaking and Listening

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of col-
laborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.
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Grades 9–10:
Speaking and Listening,
continued

SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to 
questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes 
or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; 
and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, sum-
marize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when war-
ranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding 
and make new connections in light of the evidence and reason-
ing presented.

Grades 9–10:
Literacy in History  
and Social Studies

RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as 
the date and origin of the information. 
RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a pri-
mary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a 
text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or sim-
ply preceded them.
RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing politi-
cal, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.
RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key 
points or advance an explanation or analysis.
RH.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evi-
dence in a text support the author’s claims.
RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic 
in several primary and secondary sources.

Grades 9–10:
Writing

W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.
W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.
W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.


